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RTQA procedures has been strongly advocated by the Global 
Harmonisation Group[7].  
Ensuring RT compliance with protocol guidelines involves 
however gradually more resources-intensive procedures 
which are also labor intensive and are not cost-neutral. This 
will consequentially have a significant impact on the overall 
study budget. This financial investment is of paramount 
importance, as non-adherence to protocol-specified RT 
requirements in prospective trials is very frequent[8, 9]. The 
European Organisation for the Research and Treatment of 
Cancer (EORTC) Radiation Oncology Group started to 
implement RTQA strategies in the 1980s[10], including on how 
to write a protocol for RT trials[11, 12], defining RTQA 
procedures (such as benchmark case, dummy run and 
complex treatment dosimetry checks)[7], assuring prospective 
individual case review feasibility and implementing an 
electronic data-exchange platform[3].  
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Purpose: The ISOLDE [1] facility at CERN provides a wide 
choice (>1000 different radioisotopes) of mass-separated ion 
beams. These serve a variety of disciplines, including 
radiochemistry, radiobiology and preclinical studies for 
nuclear medicine. Recently the quadruplet of terbium (Tb) 
isotopes covering all modalities of nuclear medicine gained 
considerable interest [2]. 
Materials/Methods: Neutron-deficient lanthanide isotopes 
such as 149,152,155Tb are produced at ISOLDE by 1.4 GeV 
proton induced spallation of tantalum foil targets. The 
radionuclides diffuse out of the 2000 °C hot target and are 
surface or laser ionized, accelerated to 30-60 keV and mass 
separated. Due to the chemical similarity of the lanthanides 
the separated beam is not mono-isotopic but also contains 
isobars of the selected mass plus sidebands of oxide ions 16 
mass units less. Most of these are radioactive with different 
half-lives and a wealth of gamma rays which renders difficult 
a quick on-line assessment of the beam composition by 
gamma ray spectrometry.  
We present a new tool for this purpose, the so called multi-
reflection time-of-flight mass spectrometer (MR-TOF MS) [3] 
which is used at the high-resolution mass spectrometer 
ISOLTRAP [4]. With the support of the spectrometer it is 
possible to analyse the composition of the collected beam 
immediately and vary the production parameters in order to 
enhance even more the purity of the isotope of interest. 
Results: Using ISOLTRAP’s MR-TOF MS the yield and purity of 
the dysprosium beams were successfully optimized on-line. 
To enhance the usable terbium activity, the dysprosium (Dy) 
isobars of the isotopes of interest were laser-ionised and 
collected on a Zn foil, the creation of terbium taking place 
directly in the sample by beta decay. The foils where shipped 
after the implantation to PSI where the preparation of the 
radionuclide pure product took place. 
Conclusion: We will present in this contribution the results 
from terbium collection campaigns taking place in the last 
three years at ISOLDE. The beam analysis capabilities of 
ISOLTRAP will be presented, as well as recent results 
concerning the composition and purity of ISOLDE dysprosium 
beams. 
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